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Water Management Enhancement – on irrigated landuses 
• Using methods to reduce evaporative losses as an intregal part of an 

irrigation water management(IWM) system 
• Applicable to irrigated land uses only 

 
Purpose: To conserve irrigation water by using methods to reduce evaporative losses.   
 
Description: These methods include such actions as:  

 
• Evaporation loss reduced through tillage improvements such that the soil 

condition index is greater than 1.0 
• Evaporation loss reduced through addition of soil surface evaporative 

barriers in crop rows 
   ( ex. straw, compost  or fabric mulches ) 

• Irrigation timing to avoid peak evaporative conditions ( ex.night time sets) 
• Windbreaks or barriers to improve distribution 

 
 
Justification: These activities used in conjunction with IWM may conserve irrigation 
water by 5%-20% by reducing the effects of wind and high air temperatures on 
evaporation of irrigation water. These methods increase the effective amount of soil 
water available for crop use and may reduce irrigation set durations and/or frequencies. 
 
Enhancement payment: 
 
A.  Evaporative loss reduction enhancement 1:  $3.00/ac annually when SCI is more than 
1.0 and/or soil surface evaporative barrier is utilized. 
 
 
B.  Evaporative loss reduction enhancement 2:  $4.00/ac annually when the SCI is more 
than 1.0 and/or soil surface evaporative barrier is utilized and one of the following 
activities are added to the management of the operation: 

• Irrigation timing to avoid peak evaporative conditions 
• Windbreaks or barriers are utilized to improve water distributions and reduce drift 

 


